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This severe internal strain resulted in a grave economic
crisis which was also partly due to the loss of territory
to her three neighbours. The Czechs had wanted to
rebuild their economic system within the framework of
the land that was left to them. The task was well-nigh"
impossible. An official of the Export Institute, which
had been set up to promote foreign trade, declared to me:
* We have made a great mistake in attempting to seek an
export market in countries across the sea when Germany
is ready to take the majority of the things we produce.*
All my objections that German economic policy was
really directed against Czech competition made no
impression. I quoted figures and evidence to prove my
argument that the Sudetenland, which Germany had
acquired in the September crisis, was a burden for her
and must cause discontent in German industrial circles.
This too made no impression. Nor was he impressed when
I tried to explain that the new Czechoslovakia enjoyed
the sympathy of the whole world, whilst Germany was
being subjected everywhere to a boycott and could
easily be robbed of her markets if Czechoslovakia
remained true to her Democratic traditions.

After his entry into Prague, Hitler announced to the
world through Goebbels and his Press Chief Dietrich,
iiat in the enlarged Greater Germany the Czechs would
lave greater and more favourable possibilities of develop-
nent. He wanted to spread abroad the impression that
Czechoslovakia had been incapable of independent
)olitical and economic life.
There is now no more talk of Bolshevism in the